Occult Hepatitis B and Risk of Reactivation After Hepatitis C Treatment With Direct-Acting Antivirals Dear Editor:
In their observational study Wang et al 1 determined the reactivation of hepatitis B virus (HBV) in coinfected patients treated with direct-acting antivirals (DAAs). They studied hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg)-positive patients and occult HBV infections (OBIs) and reported 3 reactivations in 10 HBsAg-positive patients and none in 124 OBI cases.
Reactivation of HBV after hepatitis C virus treatment with DAA is an emerging issue in coinfected patients. There have been at least 6 cases in the medical literature. [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] Among these patients, 2 developed liver failure and underwent liver transplantation. Another patient without flare showed an increase in HBV DNA level (from 3 log copies/mL to 4.3 log copies/mL) after peginterferon þ ribavirin þ simeprevir therapy and was given entecavir treatment. 7 Recently, U.S. Food and Drug Administration Adverse Events Reporting System database reported 29 cases (which may include the published cases) of HBV reactivation between November 2013 and October 2016. 8 Among these patients, 3 developed hepatic decompensation; 1 required liver transplantation, and 2 died.
In the current study, no reactivation was reported in OBI group. However, OBI status has not been clearly defined. In an international workshop, OBI has been defined as the detection of HBV DNA in the liver (with or without HBV DNA in serum) without HBsAg. 9 In clinical practice, it refers to the presence of HBV DNA in the absence of HBsAg. 10 The diagnosis of OBI clearly depends on HBV DNA analysis; however, HBV DNA level in OBI group was not provided in the study. The characteristics of reactivation including the change in HBV DNA levels, any HBV treatment to control the reactivation, and the outcomes were not provided, which makes it complicated to draw conclusions about reactivation risk in OBI group.
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